Using the Fallback Aggregate

This wiki topic shows how to leverage the fallback aggregate, an important fail-safe component of the pipeline of metadata aggregates.

If something goes wrong while a potentially breaking change is pushed through the metadata pipeline, a production SAML deployment can temporarily
point its metadata refresh process at the fallback aggregate and thereby gain some time while the issue is being addressed. To determine if a metadata
migration is in progress, consult the online diff between the fallback aggregate and the main production aggregate. Of course if the two are the same,
pointing away from one toward the other will have no effect.

To leverage the legacy fallback aggregate, change your metadata config from this:

Pointing to the main production aggregate

<Met adat aProvi der id="1CMD' xsi:type="Fil| eBackedHTTPMet adat aPr ovi der"
xm ns="ur n: mace: shi bbol et h: 2. 0: net adat a"
met adat aURL="ht t p: // nd. i nconmon. or g/ | nConmon/ | nConmon- et adat a. xm "
backi ngFi | e="9% i dp. horme}/ nmet adat a/ | nComrmon- net adat a. xm ">

to this:

Pointing to the fallback aggregate

<Met adat aProvi der id="1CMD' xsi:type="Fil| eBackedHTTPMet adat aPr ovi der"
xm ns="ur n: mace: shi bbol et h: 2. 0: net adat a"
met adat aURL="ht t p: // nd. i ncomon. or g/ | nCommon/ | nConmon- net adat a- f al | back. xm "
backi ngFi | e="%i dp. hone}/ net adat a/ | nCommon- net adat a. xm ">

Note the above configuration temporarily points away from the main production aggregate. It's rarely necessary to fall back from the preview aggregate,
which is intended for leading edge systems where some breakage is expected by definition.

@ The fallback aggregate is intended to be a transient solution

If you point to the fallback aggregate as documented on this page, don’t forget to revert back to the main production aggregate in a timely
manner. The fallback aggregate is intended to be a transient solution. If you never point away from the fallback aggregate, you lose the ability of
falling back in the future.



https://spaces.at.internet2.edu/display/InCFederation/Metadata+Aggregates
https://wayf.incommonfederation.org/metadata-diff/fall-prod/?C=M;O=D
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