
Collaborating with Education & 
Research Community in UAE 

Dr. Ahmed Dabbagh 
Director, Services & Strategy 

UAE Advanced Network for Research & Education 
Collaboration (SIG), Internet2 Annual Users’ Meeting 
Arlington, 23rd April 2013 



UAE Library Consortium 

01 



eFADA, UAE Library Consortium 
                                     Abu Dhabi, 20/02/2013 

Ankabut was successfully launched the unique of its kind 

Library Consortium for Academic & Research in UAE 
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Survey on Library 
Budget May/2012 

Only 10 

Institutions 

answered 

to the 

Survey 



Some Results 

Helped Ayaadi 

“Etisalat Fund for 

Social 

Responsibility” to 

negotiate eBooks 

and obtained 

excellent price (4 

times less) 
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Our Strategy 

1.   Our Services Roadmap will be linked to OUR 

MEMBER NEEDS 

2.   Work collaboratively with members 

3.   Do projects together : 

1.   FID 

2.   HPC 

3.   EduRoam 

4.   Etc… 



Ankabut	
  Services	
  Roadmap	
  for	
  2013	
  

Member	
  benefits	
  Features	
   2012	
   2013	
   Descrip>on	
   Stakeholders	
  

Security	
  &	
  Authen>ca>on	
  Services	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Federated	
  Iden>ty	
   ✓	
  
Management	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  iden/ty	
  informa/on	
  across	
  
organiza/on	
  boundaries.	
  
Allows	
  organiza/ons	
  to	
  par/cipate	
  in	
  inter	
  organiza/on	
  
authen/ca/on	
  and	
  authoriza/on.	
  

Decision	
  Makers	
  
CIO	
  
IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  
Faculty	
  
Students	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  EduRoam	
   ✓	
  
Eduroam	
  (educa/on	
  roaming)	
  is	
  the	
  secure,	
  world-­‐wide	
  
roaming	
  access	
  service	
  developed	
  for	
  the	
  interna/onal	
  
research	
  and	
  educa/on	
  community.	
  It	
  allows	
  students,	
  
researchers	
  and	
  staff	
  from	
  par/cipa/ng	
  ins/tu/ons	
  to	
  obtain	
  
Internet	
  connec/vity	
  across	
  campus	
  and	
  when	
  visi/ng	
  other	
  
par/cipa/ng	
  ins/tu/ons	
  by	
  simply	
  opening	
  their	
  laptop.	
  

Decision	
  Makers	
  
CIO	
  
IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  
Faculty	
  
Students	
  

Communica>ons	
  Services	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Unified	
  
Communica>ons	
   ✓	
  

Using	
  communica/on	
  tools	
  connected	
  to	
  Ins/tu/ons	
  Iden/ty	
  
Management	
  for	
  smooth	
  communica/on	
  and	
  exchange	
  of	
  
informa/on.	
  

Decision	
  Makers	
  
CIO	
  
IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  
Faculty	
  
Students	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Videoconferencing	
   ✓	
   ✓	
   Inter-­‐Operability	
  between	
  different	
  Ins/tu/ons	
  video	
  systems	
  
and	
  Ankabut	
  by	
  connec/ng	
  to	
  a	
  Mul/-­‐Point	
  Control	
  Unit.	
  

Decision	
  Makers	
  
CIO	
  
IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  
Faculty	
  
Students	
  



Ankabut	
  Services	
  Roadmap	
  for	
  2013	
  

Member	
  benefits	
  Features	
   2012	
   2013	
   Descrip>on	
   Stakeholders	
  

E-­‐Science	
  Services	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  High	
  Performance	
  
Compu>ng	
   ✓	
   ✓	
  

Create	
  a	
  trust	
  interface	
  to	
  connect	
  all	
  High	
  Performance	
  
Compu/ng	
  in	
  UAE	
  Ins/tu/ons	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  for	
  shared	
  
compu/ng	
  resources	
  in	
  research	
  

IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  

SoLware	
  &	
  Cloud	
  Services	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Inter-­‐Library	
  services	
  
(eFADA)	
   ✓	
   ✓	
  

Create	
  UAE	
  Repositories.	
  Manage	
  Interna/onal	
  
subscrip/ons	
  fees.	
  Help	
  the	
  Consor/um	
  to	
  build	
  one	
  
centralized	
  Database	
  for	
  hard/soP	
  books	
  to	
  all	
  members.	
  

Decision	
  Makers	
  
CIO	
  
IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  
Faculty	
  
Students	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Virtual	
  Desktop	
  
Infrastructure	
   ✓	
   Educa/onal	
  Ins/tu/ons	
  could	
  have	
  their	
  PC	
  desktops	
  as	
  

virtual	
  machines	
  deployed	
  and	
  managed	
  by	
  Ankabut.	
  

Decision	
  Makers	
  
CIO	
  
IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  
Faculty	
  
Students	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Hos>ng	
  &	
  Housing	
  and	
  Co-­‐
loca>on	
   ✓	
  

Educa/onal	
  Ins/tu/ons	
  applica/ons	
  can	
  be	
  hosted	
  and	
  
managed	
  by	
  Ankabut,	
  like	
  websites,	
  dns,	
  emails,	
  mailing	
  
list,	
  etc,....	
  Housing	
  educa/onal	
  servers	
  and	
  applica/on.	
  

CIO	
  
IT	
  Department	
  
Researchers	
  
Faculty	
  
Students	
  



Virtual Desktop Infrastructure 
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VDI 

The aim of this project is to : 

1.   Help Institutions in drawing their Desktop 
Strategy 

2.   Managed service of VDI via Ankabut 
Infrastructure 

3.   Consolidate the pricing model of all type of 
Licensing 

4.   Consolidate/centralize the virtual app store 
development and the global storage 



International 
Collaboration 
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GCC Network, Isn't possible? 

TERENA COMPENDIUM 2011 Edition   www.terena.org/activities/compendium 

? 

To Be or Not To Be 

This is the QUESTION? 
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Ankabut @ 
 NY  

Mainland 

Actual : 1xSTM-1 

Future : 1xSTM-4 
Ankabut @ 

UAE 

Actual Ankabut International 
Connection 

Highlights : 

1- MoU signed between Ankabut & I2 

2- To have UAE as the Knowledge Hub for the region 

3- To be very attractive for the neighbored countries to connect internationally 
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Ankabut 
Smart Hub  

Arab R&E  communities 

Ankabut @ 
 NY  

Mainland 

1xSTM-4 
Ankabut @ 

UAE 

1xSTM-1 

UAE Knowledge Hub for International 
Connection 



Questions 



Thank You 


