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Agenda 

 What is Federated Identity? 

 InCommon & the K12 Federation Pilot 
Program 

 Two Federation Pilots 

 Nebraska K-12 Identify Federation 

 Illinois Shared Learning Environment 

 Questions 
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What is Federated Identity? 

 A collection of organizations that have agreed 
to interoperate using a common framework for 
trust 

 Participants use a common technology for the 
secure exchange (assertion) of agreed upon 
common attributes 

 Federations include Identity Providers (IdP) 
and Service Providers (SP) 

 IdPs maintain identity databases and 
authenticate users 

 SPs have a protected online resource and 
authorize users 
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Benefits of Federated 
Identity Management 

 Reduced Support   

 Reduces password resets and account creation 

 Improved Security and Privacy 

 Passwords are not shared with provider 

 Providers receive only the data they need to provide 
appropriate access 

 Potential Cost Savings 

 Faster Integration of new services  

 Shared Services (without creating new accounts) 

March 19, 2014 



CoSN 2014 Annual Conference       #COSN14 

Personal “Federated” 
Identity (OpenID, Oauth) 
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Real World Federations 
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InCommon & the K12 
Federation Pilot Program 

 An organization of more than 600 
Universities, Government and Nonprofits 
laboratories, research centers and 
sponsored partners (vendors). 

 A common technical and business 
framework for trusted, shared 
management of access to on-line 
resources. 
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Questions 
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For More Information 
Single Sign-On, Multiple Benefits 
A COSN Primer on K–12 Federated Identity and Access Management 

www.cosn.org/FederatedIdentity 

 

Transforming Data into the Service of Learning  

http://www.setda.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Data-
to-Information.pdf 

http://www.setda.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/12/SETDA_standardsandinitiatives_
May2013.pdf 

 

A Day in the Life of  Data…. 

http://www2.dataqualitycampaign.org/files/Data-
Rich%20Year%20Infographic.pdf 
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Contact Information 

Jim Siegl,  jim.siegl@fcps.edu 

 

Mike Danahy, mdanahy@esu2.org 

 

Bernie Acs, acs1@illinois.edu 

 


